Journal of the
Door County Land Trust

Fall 2025, Vol. 28, Issue 2




Door County Land Trust

Door County Land Trust protects the wild places, scenic beauty, and ecological
integrity that make the peninsula and islands so special. The Land Trust is a local,
member-supported, non-profit organization. It is thanks to members and donors
that over 10,000 acres are now protected. Land Trust nature preserves, located
throughout Door County, are open for hiking and other low-impact, non-motorized
recreational activities—all at no charge to the public.

R

~alyfitn. —

e
1 el

i
{

] Wilig pwa
-

Door County Land Trust Staff (from left to right)

Communications Coordinator  Conservation Easement Program Land Protection Manager

Lucia Hodkiewicz Manager Brian Forest
Administrative Director Drew Reinke Administrative Assistant
Kristi Rice Land Project Manager Amy Dwyer

Carrie Ehrfurth Seasonal Restoration

Assistant
Alanna Fabian

Community Conservation
Coordinator
Paige Witek

Seasonal Stewardship Assistant
Makaylee Kuhn

Stewardship Field Coordinator
Maddie Tishler

Land Stewardship Specialist
Thomas Stasiak

Ecological Restoration
Manager
Tina Lee

Membership Coordinator
Sara Dennison

Communications Manager

Don Krumpos Conservation Director

Executive Director Jess Koy

Charitable Giving Director
Emily Wood

Cinnamon Rossman

On the Cover
By Tawnie Perkovich

From the photographer's perspective:

2 Door County Land Trust—*Fall 2025

Board of Directors

President
Roy Thilly

President-Elect
Deb Hagman-Shannon

Treasurer
Bob Ling

Secretary
Mark Holey

Past President

Donna Hake

Meredith Coulson-Kanter

Dave Harris
Bryan Nelson

Anna Pepelnjak

Bob Ryan
Deneen Wiske

Past Board Members

Nancy Aten

Bob Barlament *
Jean Barrett
Tom Blackwood
Mike Brodd

Dan Burke

Fran Burton
Dave Callsen
Beth Coleman
Andy Coulson
Robert Cowles *
Donna DeNardo
Peter Deschler
Sharon Donegan
Frank Failing *
Jack Finger
Cathy Fiorato
Robert Forsberg
Darlene Forsberg
Barbara Frank
Ken Gill

Betsy Guenzel *
Julie Guilette
Chan Harris *
Tony Haswell
Jon Hollingshead
Laurel Hauser
Jim Janning
John Jessup

Jim Ingwersen *
Jim Kinney

Lucy Klug

Lon Kopitzke
Terry Lappin

Jim Lester

Judy Lokken
Paul Mahlberg
Mark Martin

Neil McCarty
John McMahon
Beverly Njaa *
Kevin Nordahl
Jeff Ottum

Frank Pechman *
Judy Perkins
Nancy Rafal

Kate Rohrer
Gretchen Schmelzer
Carl Scholz

Rick Scott

Neil Shadle
Oliver Skrivanie
Mary Standish
Tim Stone

Bill Tischler *
John Turner
Kieth Van Dyke
Rob Van Gemert
Rob Watson
John Wilson *
Kathy Wolff
Karen Yancey
Robert Yeoman
Bill Yunker *
Virginia Yunker *
Elizabeth
Zimmerman
James Zimmerman *
* Founding Members

“Protecting and maintaining the native habitats here in Door County
is one of the things | am most passionate about and a large part of
that is the tedious but rewarding removal of invasive species. It was
inspiring to see, and be along side, my fellow volunteers digging the
invasive Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) out of the stubborn
ground along the banks of the Ship Canal on a humid day in July.”



A Letter from the Executive Director

With another season flying by, | have been
thinking a lot about time—and how little of it
we seem to have when it comes to protecting
the places we love. Development pressures

are accelerating, and the funding landscape

for conservation is growing increasingly
uncertain. Grants we once relied on are
shrinking or disappearing altogether, and every
opportunity to protect land feels more urgent
than the last.

At Door County Land Trust, land is not
protected randomly. Our team works with
intention. We are guided by science, biological
data, and a strategic conservation plan. We
identify priority areas—places that hold
ecological, recreational, and community
value—and we act swiftly when opportunities
arise within them.

It is not always visible from the outside, but
every decision we make is rooted in purpose—
which you will read about on the following
pages of this issue.

Our work is guided by a vision: a Door County
where nature and community thrive together.
We utilize ecological data, community input,
and long-term planning to identify the places
that matter most—not just for today, but

for generations to come. When a chance to
protect one of those places arises, we move
quickly, because we know what’s at stake. It’s
intentional, strategic, and deeply personal.

This kind of intention and personal belief is
demonstrated by people like Rose Warner and
her late husband David—a man whose life was
deeply enriched by the natural beauty of Door
County. Following his passing, his wife and two
children have established a $200,000 matching
challenge gift to benefit Door County Land Trust.

The gift honors David’s legacy while
encouraging others to support the continued
protection—and expansion—of the wild
spaces he cherished. Read more about Rose &
David Warner's story on page seven.

Thank you for being part of this community. |
believe in our team, and | believe in you—our
supporters, neighbors, and friends—who make
this work possible.

Emily A. Wood
Executive Director

P.S. Do you know we have 15 free nature
preserves in Door County? If you or someone
you know needs a trail map, reach out and |
will personally mail you one!

Congratulations to Emily for being a Lake Michigan Champion of Conservation!
Nominated by Meredith Coulson & awarded by Lake Michigan Stakeholders, a partner group of the

Lakeshore Natural Resource Partnership

"As soon as [ read the nomination criteria, [ thought of Emily. Her
humility, sense of humor, and bottomless passion for protecting
natural beauty are contagious and have inspired me to fight harder to
protect the incredible treasures we have here in Door County.

She hasled the amazing team at DCLT in an unprecedented burst of
land protection, helping DCLT surpass the milestone of 10,000 acres
protected. Emily is also an avid angler, spending any free moment
on theice, in her boat on the bay, or wading the streams feeding
Lake Michigan, giving her knowledge of and a connection to our

Great Lakes that goes beyond her work. We need people like Emily to
relentlessly fight for the protection of our sensitive lands and waters
in Door County." —Meredith Coulson



Stony Creek Prairie

(Left) Stony Creek Natural Area in Spring. (Right) Stony Creek Natural Area in Summer

his narrow stretch in Southern

Door was planted in row crops for

years. The area contains a natural

spring which feeds into Stony

Creek, a Lake Michigan tributary.
In addition to being a difficult location to grow
crops, run-off from the compacted field eroded
the streambank.

After protecting this land in 2021, we worked
with U.S. Fish and Wildlife's Partner Program
and the Fund for Lake Michigan to establish

a prairie on the former agricultural field. The
prairie contains plants native to Wisconsin, such
as big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii), switchgrass
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Wild bergamot and brown-eyed Susan

(Panicum virgatum), wild bergamot (Monarda
fistulosa), and showy goldenrod (Solidago
speciosa). Their roots grow deep to anchor the soil
and reduce erosion. This restoration effort has
attracted pollinators and benefited water quality
and fish habitat in southern Door County’s
largest stream system.

Door County historically did not have prairies
due to its northern location and coverage of
thick forests. Today, by converting non-forested
land to prairie, we can improve biodiversity,
benefit native pollinators which are essential
to agriculture, and set the stage for healthy
succession back to native landscapes.




Stewardship by the Numbers

tew Crew—the name we lovingly use for our stewardship team—has the glorious and
sometimes grueling job of being our boots on the ground, covering thousands of acres while
managing invasive species, building and maintaining trails, surveying property, and more. That
means when it's 85° and humid. When it's wet and muddy. When it's cold. And of course on
beautiful days, too! Luckily, Stew Crew is assisted by awesome volunteers on stewardship workdays, and
together, they accomplish a lot. Here are some numbers from projects they have tackled so far this season!

types of native seeds collected
from Oak Road Nature Preserve's
prairie to spread in other areas for
diversity: golden Alexander, prairie
coneflower, purple prairie clover,
& purple coneflower

22

trees down on or near the trail in
White Cliff Nature Preserve after
70 mph gusts hit Egg Harbor
during a brief but damaging
thunderstorm on August 9th

10,040

pounds of waste removed

from preserves so far this year,
including fencing, abandoned farm
equipment, & invasive species

(Top) Deb Hagman-Shannon carefully harvests seeds from
a purple prairie clover. Photo by Paige Witek. (Middle) The
cracked trunk of a large maple tree. (Bottom) Jeff Urban
stands in a trailer of items removed from Three Springs
Nature Preserve on Earth Day. Photos by Lucia Hodkiewicz
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n conservation, what does it mean to
honor the land? The lake? The lady
slippers? A luna moth? Surely it has
something to do with respect. It is
about holding each in highest regard.
It is about protecting and nurturing;
about giving each room to root, to grow, to live,
and live on without getting too much in the way.

For Rose Warner and her two children,
Lindsay and Seth, honoring the land
means offering up a matching
challenge gift to the Door County
Land Trust Stewardship and
Conservation Campaign in
memory of husband and

father, David. This generous
match amplifies the efforts

of individual donors two-fold,
doubling every donation that
comes in through the end of 2025.

For David, honoring the land was about
connecting with it. Rose explains, “He
was deeply enriched by the natural
beauty of Door County” and he found ways
throughout his life to honor the wild places he
adored. “In recent years, he took up the guitar,
practicing daily beneath the trees or beside the
water. Music became another way he connected

with the landscape and was a quiet, personal
expression of joy and presence.”

David’s life was cut short by glioblastoma, an
aggressive form of brain cancer. Though his
time was briefer than hoped, his days were filled
with joy, meaning, and deep appreciation for the
lands and waters of Door County. The Warner's
$200,000 matching challenge gift honors
David’s legacy while encouraging others to
support the protection and expansion
of the wild spaces he cherished.

Many who call Door County
home, or a second home, or are
simply traveling through, end
up finding magic in its sweeping
sunsets, quiet cedar woods, and
cool limestone bluffs. They'll

discover, like David and Rose,

that it has changed them, that
there is a fondness for these lands
and waters, and a persistent hope to
keep it safe.

For Rose, honoring the land is inherent in the
family’s generous donation. “There’s something
special about knowing our gift helps care for the
places we love to walk, making us feel rooted in the
land rather than just passing through,” Rose said.

Door County Land Trust—Fall 2025
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You have double the power to
keep Door County wild.

The Warner's generous matching

challenge gift honors David’'s memory

and longstanding connection to the land,

and with others joining the challenge to

move land protection forward, the gift becomes
transformational. Matching gifts like theirs are
what catalyze land protection and help it sustain
and thrive for generations.

David, like many of us, developed a deep love of
nature at an early age; a love that was modeled
by important people who saw its value and
planted a deep need to be part of nature and to
care for it.

For him, that love of land was fostered by his
father who took David and his six siblings

on a boat journey around the Door County
peninsula—an experience that left a lasting
impression on him and shaped his lifelong
connection to the land. If we mine our own
histories, we likely can trace back to the moment
when we fell in love with the natural world or
felt deeply connected to it.

“David had a quiet but profound way of
connecting to the world around him,” said
his family. “Whether sailing, walking, or
playing music in the parks, he was seeking to
understand the beauty and meaning of the
places he loved. This gift is a way to carry that
spirit forward.”

David teaches us that to honor the land means to
connect with it. To appreciate it. To be part of it
and to care for it. Rose and her children, Lindsay
and Seth, teach us that to carry the spirit of land
protection forward is another way to honor the
places we hold dear.

Door County Land Trust—Fall 2025

The Warner's matching gift to honor
David and the wild lands he loved
doubles the impact of donations made to
the Door County Land Trust, helping not
only to preserve existing natural areas,
but also to expand the number of lands
protected for future generations.

The Warner family hopes this gift will
encourage others to explore, protect,
care for, and honor the wild places
that inspire and delight all who find
themselves inextricably connected to
Door County. .



Door County's lands and waters are threatened by
development and climate change. Give today to
protect these rare ecosystems.

Donate online or enclose your
gift today to ensure places
throughout Door County will be
protected...forever.

Give online! Scan the QR code or visit =
doorcountylandtrust.org/WarnerChallenge EJ-!
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Our Strategy for Land Protection
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How do we determine which lands to protect? On a
peninsula with over 300,000 acres, countless natural
features, and development pressure increasing, how
to protect Door County’s ecological wellbeing is an

urgent puzzle we are continuously working to solve.

t Door County Land Trust, we love

puzzles. In our breakroom, pieces

usually cover half the table. Lunches

are balanced carefully around the
edges. Piece by piece, the picture comes together
in a week or so. Then, we begin again.

When it comes to the big picture of protecting
Door County’s exceptional lands and waters,
we take the same approach: one piece at a time,
though on a much longer timeline. Teamwork,

Door County Land Trust—*Fall 2025

This map is based off The Nature Conservancy's 2014 Door Peninsula
Conservation Action Plan map, which highlights priority conservation
areas based on the presence of Hine's emerald dragonfly, native fish
migrating and spawning habitat, wetlands and surface waters, islands
suitable for nesting birds, Niagara escarpment, forest habitat for
migratory birds, shoreline communities, and native forests.

strategy, and intention are important parts of our
approach, helping to keep our promise to protect
these lands forever.

Door County’s Conservation Team

“There is no competition in conservation,” says
our executive director, Emily. “This is why our
plan for land protection includes input from
other conservation organizations.” Scientific
data like hydrological studies and biological
inventories have been shared between Door
County’s conservation groups in order to plan
protection strageties.

Cooperation is essential to the shared goal of
maintaining the wellbeing of Door County’s



lands and communities. The Land Trust has
collaborated with organizations like The Ridges
Sanctuary, Crossroads at Big Creek, Wisconsin
DNR, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, and The
Nature Conservancy to develop an intentional
course for land protection.

Each organization has certain strengths and
areas of focus, with some overlap. To know
which protection projects are best managed

by the Land Trust, the strategy starts by
identifying what we think are the core pieces of
the puzzle—our conservation priorities.

Pieces of the Puzzle

Our conservation priorities are natural

features that are most vital, fragile, and unique
to Door County’s ecosystem. They are: 1.
Significant geological features (like the Niagara
escarpment and its unique microhabitats),

2. Native forest communities, 3. Surface and
groundwater resources, 4. Fish habitat, 5.
Ecological and riparian corridors that allow the
safe movement of wildlife, 6. Migratory and
breeding bird habitat, and 7. Rare species.

Connecting the Pieces

When several conservation priorities are
found in one place—such as a groundwater-fed
creek that supports rare species, native forest
communities, and bird habitat, like at Three
Springs Nature Preserve—we identify that
place as a priority conservation area.

The Land Trust has 33 priority conservation
areas. These are the places most critical to Door
County's ecological wellbeing. Focusing our
efforts in these places ensures our resources
have the greatest conservation benefit. Many
of our preserves and natural areas are within
priority conservation areas.

Strategy for Success

When the Land Trust commits to protecting
a certain piece of land, we are committing
not just current resources, but also future
resources. This is why our approach to land
protection must be strategic. Every potential
project goes through a thoughtful review
process before we take action.

First, a new project goes to the Land Policy
Committee for evaluation, then to the Board

of Directors for a final vote. Once approved,
the Land Trust begins the work of securing

the property’s protection, writing grants,

and raising private funds. Once acquired, a
stewardship plan is developed and put in place
for the resilience and health of the property.

Intention—The Key to Conservation

Conservation will never happen by accident.
Without landowners willing to work with us,
new conservation efforts would be impossible.
Outreach is targeted towards property owners
in priority conservation areas, and education is
provided to anyone interested in conserving or
stewarding their land.

Those who choose to work with us share a
vision of Door County’s future—where clean
water flows, forests teem with birdsong, creeks
run with trout, and open spaces stretch out
along the roadside. Like the reference image
included in every puzzle box, the key to this
conservation puzzle is the shared intention to
care for Door County long into the future. .

Written and illustrated by Lucia Hodkiewicz
with credit to Laurel Hauser'’s 2017 article, From
Conservation Vision to Nature Preserve.

Makaylee, Paige, Cinnamon, Maddie & Carrie take a break from
Door County's conservation puzzle to solve a bird puzzle in the
DCLT breakroom. Photo by Don Krumpos

Door County Land Trust—Fall 2025 "



Boots on the Ground
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Your generosity means

more than ever before
What you do

Your gift will be used to keep Door County natural and wild, care

for threatened species that live and grow here, protect water
quality, build hiking trails for the public, and other conservation and
stewardship efforts—with twice the impact, thanks to Rose Warner.

What we do together

Since 1986, with the help of generous donors, DCLT has
permanently protected and cared for over 10,000 acres of
shoreline, forests, wetlands, ecologically significant wildlife
habitats, and some of the most beautiful scenery in Wisconsin.

Join a community that believes...

Door County is like nowhere else on earth and that it is our
obligation to defend and steward Door County’s lands and
waters...forever.

Healthy lands and waters improve the quality of our lives and that
of future generations.

Well-cared for lands and waters and connected native landscapes
are essential to support the diversity of Door County’s ecosystems.

Give today. Keep Door County wild! A gift of $35 or more
makes you a member. Mail in the included envelope, donate
online, or call DCLT at 920.746.1359 to make a donation & join.

THANK YOU to Our Annual Business Members!
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e Wealth N
iR% Al lohnson’s Managen‘»n BRIAN FRISQUE
E Swedish Restaurant & Butik " . '_ _I .I .I ) SURVEYS INC
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.Do-o-r» lRme THE HARDING GROUP L.L.C.

m) PINKERT 'WASHINGTON ISLAND
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Cappaert Contemporary Gallery  Glidden Lodge Beach Resort Loma Cottages Dr. Timothy Tishler, DDS
Door County Eye Associates Grasse’s Grill Meissner Landscape, Inc. Terra Cottages
Door County Nature Works Impressions Printing & Graphics Nicolet Bank True North Real Estate
Details Hair Innovations Jerry’s Flowers RentShadowLawn.com Wagon Trail Campground
Eagle Harbor Inn Kick Ash Coffee Samara Jewelry, LLC Washington Island Ferry Line

Gills Rock Stoneware Lautenbach Orchard Country ~ Smile Designs of Door County Yellowstone.ai



Door County Land Trust
Protecting Door County’s Exceptional Lands and Waters...Forever
PO Box 65, Sturgeon Bay, W1 54235
www.DoorCountyLandTrust.org

(920) 746-1359
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e Sound Finances

e Ethical Conduct

e Responsible Governance
e Lasting Stewardship

Ei©

Following our trails? Follow us on Facebook
& Instagram! @doorcountylandtrust




